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OpenSesame and Soothie Suckers Winners of Oregon Entrepreneurs Network’s Angel Oregon 2011 Investment Competition
OpenSesame to Receive $185,000 Launch Stage Company Award; 

Soothie Suckers Wins $25,000 Concept Stage Company Award
4-Tell and Preciva Won the Peoples’ Choice Award by OEN’s Angel Oregon Attendees


PORTLAND, Ore. – March 16, 2011 — The Oregon Entrepreneurs Network (OEN) today announced the winners of OEN’s Angel Oregon 2011 investment competition. OpenSesame was selected as the winner of the Launch Stage company investment award of $185,000. Soothie Suckers was selected as the Concept Stage company winner and will receive a $25,000 investment prize. 4-Tell and Preciva were awarded OEN’s Angel Oregon Peoples’ Choice Awards among the Launch Stage and Concept Stage categories respectively in voting by the nearly 300 people who attended the competition.
Launch Stage company winner OpenSesame (www.opensesame.com – Portland, Ore.) is an online marketplace that makes purchasing an e-learning course as easy as downloading a song from iTunes.

Winner of the Concept Stage award Soothie Suckers, LLC (www.soothiesuckers.com – Portland, Ore.) makes all-natural, herbal, freezable remedies to mainstream consumers. 

"OEN’s Angel Oregon 2011 was a tremendous success. OEN congratulates all of the entrepreneurs and their companies who competed and took part in the process," said Jim Huston, Chairman of OEN’s Angel Oregon 2011 and Managing Director of Bridge City Ventures, which manages The Portland Seed Fund. “But it doesn’t stop here. Many of the companies who have participated in the past have gone on to get funding, to create jobs and contribute to the regional economy."
Over the years OEN’s Angel Oregon competition has had a real economic impact for Oregon and Southwest Washington. Since 2003 more than 40 companies have competed in OEN’s Angel Oregon and they have contributed or garnered: 

· More $109 million in combined revenues, up from $91 million in 2009

· Employed more than 602 people
· Raised at least $7.1 million in 2010, up $3 million from 2009, with $75 million in total funds raised to date 

· Several have acquired other companies

· And four have had successful exits, which have benefited the angels who participated. 

This year’s finalist companies were selected from nearly 40 companies, based throughout Oregon and Southwest Washington that applied to compete at OEN’s Angel Oregon 2011. A rigorous selection process was undertaken by the panel of more than 30 angel investors to select the companies chosen as the Launch and Concept Stage winners. Each angel investor staked at least $5,000 that helped create the more than $210,000 raised for the investment awards for this year’s event. 
The total award includes participation by the Oregon Growth Account that provided a 25 percent match toward the total raised by the OEN Angel Oregon LLC for the angel investment prize. The angel investment prize also includes participation from the University of Portland, the Willamette University Angel Fund and – OEN via a Portland Development Commission grant to the new OEN Catalyst Fund (http://www.oen.org/invest_catalyst_fund.aspx). This year’s event drew an audience of more than 300 angels, potential angels, entrepreneurs, OEN members and guests.
OEN’s Angel Oregon is the Northwest’s premier deal flow and networking event for Oregon and SW Washington-based angel investors and early-stage entrepreneurs. It led to the formation of the Willamette Angel Conference, Gorge Angel Conference, Southern Oregon Angel Conference and the Oregon Angel Fund. 

About Oregon Entrepreneurs Network 
Founded in 1991, celebrating 20 years of service to entrepreneurs, the Oregon Entrepreneurs Network (OEN) is a 501c3 non-profit corporation and the largest entrepreneur assistance organization in Oregon and Southwest Washington. OEN fosters the flow of entrepreneurial ideas, services, and capital to entrepreneurs and helps connect emerging Northwest businesses to growth-stimulating expertise and valuable resources. 

OEN is a people-oriented network that helps cultivate, nurture and develop emerging businesses and entrepreneurs. Our network of members and breadth of services, offers business education, access to capital networks, support and contacts who can mentor and nurture startup companies’ growth and development. OEN also helps small and mid-sized companies develop and implement strategies for community involvement that jointly meet the goals of the company, the passions of the employees and the needs of the community via its program, EFNW. For more information on OEN and its programs visit www.oen.org. 
###

Finalists for the OEN Angel Oregon 2011
2011 Launch Stage Companies:

4-Tell – www.4-tell.com – Portland, OR

4-Tell increases sales for retailers with personalized product recommendations. Our clients are seeing a 10% to 25% increase in sales.

GlobeSherpa, Inc. – www.globesherpa.com – Portland, OR (OEN Seed Oregon PubTalk Winner)
GlobeSherpa, Inc. builds disruptive mobile ticketing applications which incorporate location-based services, rich media content, and social networking.
Hourglass Coffee – www.hourglasscoffee.com – Vancouver, WA

We sell a patented coffee maker that brews coffee without heat or electricity. It makes a coffee Xtract for making convenient iced or hot coffee on demand.


Indowtm Windows – www.indowwindows.com – Portland, OR

Indowtm Windows are great looking, easy to install, thermal window inserts that deliver double pane window performance at 15-20 percent of the cost.

OpenSesame – www.opensesame.com – Portland, OR

OpenSesame is an online marketplace that makes purchasing an e-learning course as easy as downloading a song from iTunes.

The Better Bean Company – www.betterbeanco.com – Portland, OR

People prefer to eat fresh beans over canned but lack time to cook them. We make the first fresh, ready to eat, premium alternative to canned beans.

2011 Concept Stage Companies:
Memorial Footprints Funeral Planning – www.MemorialFootprints.com – Portland, OR
We will be the “go to” resource for funeral planning with comprehensive services available including advocating & negotiating for consumers during vulnerable times before & after a death. 

Nozzl Real -Time Technologies, Inc. – www.nozzl.com – Portland, OR
Nozzl builds real-time streams of tightly focused content for bloggers, online publishers and vendors of content-management systems. 

Preciva Incorporated – http://www.preciva.com  ‑ Portland, OR
Preciva is developing an electronic test to transform cervical cancer screening by replacing the Pap test with a more accurate real-time diagnosis. 
Soothie Suckers, LLC – www.soothiesuckers.com – Portland, OR
Soothie Suckers delivers good health in great tasting, all-natural, herbal, freezable treats! “It’s the fun way to feel better.” 

Taleoh Inc – www.taleoh.com – Portland, OR
We produce a content agnostic digital reading tool that saves teachers time, saves schools money, and engages a new generation of readers in stories. 

YourCouture – www.mycitydesigners.com ‑ Portland, OR
YourCouture is an online retail company connecting local designers with customers who want customized clothing or a customized look.
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