[image: image1.png]



Contact:   
Jeff Fishburn



OnPR for Oregon Entrepreneurs Network



503-802-4408 



jefff@onpr.com 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Grant Funding Supports OEN Outreach Project 

In the Gorge & Eastern Oregon

July 10, 2009 Portland, Ore. — Today the Oregon Entrepreneurs Network (OEN) announced receiving grant funding to continue its Outreach Project to communities in the Gorge and Eastern Oregon.  The Project will provide hands on guidance to help support programs underway and to help launch new programs with a goal of connecting private equity investors with promising entrepreneurial companies.

Combined grant monies totaling $39,000 will be delivered to OEN over the next 12-17 months from the US Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration (EDA) and US Department of Agriculture Rural Development (USDA-RD) to help support ongoing Gorge and Eastern Oregon PubTalk™ events already underway, the Gorge Angel Conference in Hood River, now in its third year, as well as guidance in forming Angel Investor Networks in Pendleton, Hermiston, La Grande, Baker City, Enterprise and Joseph.  

PubTalk and Angel Conference events are designed to benefit both entrepreneurs and investors by providing networking opportunities, connecting service providers with entrepreneurs and business colleagues, and introducing investors to promising startups.  Outreach efforts also help connect individual private investors, or angels, with other investors throughout the state, enhancing the opportunities for investors to find promising companies and for companies to receive funding. 

The Outreach Project is a true grass-roots economic development effort that convenes local business experts and investors, coordinates planning efforts and connects rural entrepreneurial communities with seasoned OEN experts and resources.

Founded in 1991, the Oregon Entrepreneurs Network is a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to providing support activities and mentoring to the entrepreneurial community to foster business growth and employment opportunities in Oregon.  For more information about the OEN, visit oen.org. 
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