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MotoCzysz Chosen as the People’s Choice Winner of  
Oregon Entrepreneurs Network’s Venture Northwest 2011 

Ralph Shaw presented with the OEN Silicon Forest Pioneer Award 

 
PORTLAND, Ore. – November 3, 2011 — The Oregon Entrepreneurs Network (OEN) today announced that MotoCzysz 
was honored with the people’s choice award at the annual OEN’s Venture Northwest 2011 conference. MotoCzysz was 
recognized as a leading innovator out of the ten companies featured at OEN’s Venture Northwest 2011 conference held 
at the Governor Hotel in Portland that was attended by leading venture capitalists from the country.  
 
At the event OEN also honored Northwest entrepreneur Ralph Shaw with a special award-- the Silicon Forest Pioneer 
Award, in recognition of his critical role in the early days of funding companies in the Silicon Forest.  Shaw has had an 
extensive impact on entrepreneurism and job creation in the Northwest as an entrepreneur, business leader and 
venture capitalist. In 1980 Shaw became the founder and President of Shaw Management Company, located in Portland, 
Oregon. In 1983 together with U.S. Bancorp Shaw formed Shaw Venture Partners, which funded and guided startups 
such Costco, Integra Telecom, Actel Corp., Telestream, Dendreon, and Sequent Computer Systems.  
 
OEN’s Venture Northwest People’s Choice Winner 

MotoCzysz was selected from among ten companies chosen to present at OEN’s Venture Northwest 2011 including 
Meridian, The Clymb, Pacific Light Technologies, Cloudability, Avado, 4-Tell, , OpenSesame, Night & Day Studios, and 
Northwest Analytics.  
 
MotoCzysz created the D1g1tal Dr1ve, fully integrated drive solution. It is a critical building block for the emerging 
electronic Vehicle (EV) sector. The solution consists of a motor, controller, differential, gear reduction and cooling 
system. It will allow EV manufacturers to build more EVs in a shorter time frame and for less money. 
 
“The companies presenting at this year’s event demonstrated creative innovation and determination that are needed to 
stimulate the Northwest’s entrepreneurial sector and build the industries of tomorrow.” said Steve Eichenlaub, chair of 
OEN’s Venture Northwest and a Managing Director of Strategic Investments at Intel Capital.  
Since 1996, OEN’s Venture Northwest presenting companies have raised over $1.5B in venture capital and over $68 
million in angel investments. This is about $100M per year, about $10M per presenting company, consistently over the 
last 15 years.  
 
About Oregon Entrepreneurs Network 
Founded in 1991, the Oregon Entrepreneurs Network is a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to providing 
opportunities for Oregon entrepreneurs and to improving the business climate for emerging companies statewide. The 
organization has members throughout Oregon and southwest Washington. For more information about OEN, visit 
www.oen.org. 
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